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..... a pastoral council is to be established in each parish. In this council which is presided over
by the parish priest, Christ ‘s faithful, together with those who by virtue of their office are
engaged in pastoral care in the parish, give their help in fostering pastoral action, The pastoral
council has only a consultative vote, , , ' (c.f. Canon 536, Code of Canon Law )

St. Pius Xth Parish Pastoral Council Constitution
(as approved on /6L0/ 95)

1. PURPCSES
The purposes of the Parish Pastabr Council (PPC) are to:

(a) pronotebetween priest and parishioners a nmutual responsibility in
t he spreadof the Gospel and the nmanagement of psh affairs
inaccordance with the spirit of the Second Vatican Council;

(b) provide a further channebf communicati on between priest,
parishioners. parish organisations & societies and a forum for
t he expression of their respective views on all matterscafihg
the parish;
(the Council and the parish priest neverthel ess acknow,edge
encour age and wel come personal communi cati onwbeh the priest and
i ndi vi dual parishioners)

(c) prompte effectiveilaison with deanery and di ocesether | ocal
Christian churchesand the wi der community;

2. PRESI DENT

The Parish Priest is the President of the PPC.

3. MEMBERS OF THE PPC

(a) ELECTED MEMBERS
(i) Eight parishioners aged 18 years or over;
(ii) Two parishioners who nusbe 14 years of age or over but
under 18years of age;

(b) CO OPTED MEMBERS
Addi tional persons may be capted onto the PPCspecifically,
the commttee of the Sartan Club and
t he governors of the Parish school
are to be invited to del egate one person each to reprtedéese
bodi es on the Council:

(c) EX-OFFI Cl O MEMBERS
Any Assistant Priests, Deacons and Parish Sisters of the parish are
to be exofficio (i.e. 'by virtue of their office’ ) members of the
Counci | .
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4. OFFI CERS

{a) The Chairperson and

(b) a Vicechairperson are elected annually by and from the el ected Council
menbers.

(c) A Secretary is appointed as necessary by the Council fromoutside its
own nmenber shi p.

5. ELECTI ONS

After tlke initial three years of the Council's existence and every

Sept ember thereafter, three elected menbers will stand down in rotation.
Furt her, except where there are extenuating circwamtes, an el ected
menber will |apse from menbership of the Councf ghe fails to attend
three consecutive nmeetings.

At such tinmes, or whenever an edted nenmber resigns in writind,he
Secretary is to seek nom nations to the vacant seat(s) on the Council.
Each nom nation is to be acconpani ed by the signatures ofoposer, a
seconder and of the nom nee.

For menmbership defined under section 3 {ad)( the proposer and the
seconder of each nom nation together with those eligible to vote in the
subsequent el ection nust be parishioners aged 14 years or over.

For menmbe ship defined under section 3 (a)i(i, the proposer,seconder and
voters nust be parishioners in the age group stated for the nom nee.

After 14 days, the Secretary is to see that ballot papers are nmade
avail able containing all nanes properly nom natedsphudeadline 14 days
further ahead whereby all ballots nust be received at the presbytery.

The Secretary will act as returning officer and appoint two tellers.

As well as new nom nations, retiring nmembers will be eligible for re
nomi nati on.

6. MEETINGS OF T HE COUNCI L

The PPC shall meet at least four tinmes a year at regular intervals:

{a) The date, time and venue of a Council meeting will be agreed upon at
the previous neetlng, parishioners will be given these details in due
cour se;

(b) Parishioners will be invited to submt itenms for the Agenda of each
meeting; the President and the el ectefdfi cers of the Council will
then set the Agenda which will be sent to all nembers of the Council at

| east 14 days prior to the neeting;
a copy of tk Agenda for each neeting, excluding any confidenti al
items, will be posted on the church not-iboard;

(c) Only elected nenbers mg vote at Council meetings:
this will be done by a show of hands;
in the event of an equal vote, the Chairperson will have the casting
vot e;

(d) Once approved at the subsequent meeting, -comfidential m nutes will
be posted on the church noti-dmard.

Quorum
A Quorum 1s formed when nine or nore nmenbearse present, provided seven or
nore are el ected nenmbers.
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7. EXTRACRDI NARY MEETINGS OF THE COUNCI L

The Presdent and Chairperson may decide to call an urgent meeting when
they consider this to be necessary.

Subject to a quorum being formed (see Sectioh &poting and the
publication of mnutes will proceed as given under Section &((cJ)

8. COW TTEES

The Council may set up Subomm ttees for any purpose, and with any
menbership it agrees. Any proposal hySubcommittee is subject to
ratification by the Council at its next meeting.

9. ANNUAL PARI SH MEETI NG

This meeting, open to all parishioners, will normally take place in
April.
The date, time and place will be posted on the church nebbeed for

t he twenty-ei ght days preceding the neeting.

The agendaw || include:
(a) Parish priest's report;
(b) Chairperson's report;

(a) and (b) above may inatle a sunmaryof the activities of
t he pari sh;

(c) Financial report;

(d) Plans for the future spiritual, pastoral and social activities of the
pari sh;

(e) Any proposed anmendnents to this Constitution;
recommendati ons for these must be given to the Secretary at |east
fourteen days before the annual neetindgiheswi |l then promly
post a copy on the church noti-b®ard; all amendnments are subject
to the provisions of Section 12 of this Constitution,;

(f) Resolutions, which nmust have been submtted to the Secretary at
| east fourteen days before the nmeeting;capy of each resoltion
received will be posted on the church notiboard;

(g) Any other business.

The Chairperson of the PPC will chair the annual neeting.
Any voting will normally be by a shofv parishioners' hands. M nutes
of the meetig will be posted on the church notibeard
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10. SPECI AL PARI SH MEETI NGS

By di splaying a notice on the church notilweard for fourteen days,
the President and Chairperson of the PPC may call a Special Parish
Meet i ng.

The notice will state the matter to be discussed and no other matter is
to be discussed at a Special Parish Meeting unless the President and
Chai rperson have deci ded before the neeting that it should be

di scussed. Voting and the publication of m nutes wldceed as given

for the Annual Parish Meeting under Section 9.

11. URGENT PARI SH MEETI NGS

The President and Chairperson may decide to call an urgent meeting with
| ess than the normal l-yequired notice when they consider this t be
necessary. Voting andhe publication of mnutes will proceed as given
for the Annual Parish Meeting under Section 9.

12. ALTERATIONS TO TH S GONSTI TUTI ON

Al'l proposals to alter this Constitution will be referred to the parish
priest for consideration, followi ng which itlwbe for the PPC to
deci de whether to adopt them

13. PUBLI CATION OF TH' S GONSTI TUTI ON

A copy of this Constitution is to be displayed on the church notice
board.
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